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Tor We BE. Wrley, Director | 
. Proms hentel He Shear, General Counsel 


Subjects TMetinetlon betioce on the functions of the Comission of 

fine Agta wd the Nabional Capital Planaing Commission — 

with reference to public buildings ta the District of 

Coluvbla 

You have requested our views as to the distine tion between the 
functions of the Comslesion of fing Arts and the National Cevital Plas 
ning Connissioa with reference to public buildings an the Distxiot of 
Columotas | 

the Connkesion of Pine Arts was created by the Act of Kay 17 ; 
4910 (36 Stat. 372; OU. GS. C. 10h) and charged with the duty of advle- 
‘dng "upon the location of atabusd, fountains, and moatments in the 
publié squares, ‘streets, and parks in the Digbrict of Columbia, and 
’ wpon the selection of nodels for statuos, fomtsins, and nomieants 
erected wler the authority of the United Staten ami upon the selection 
of artists for the execution of the sone.” tm addition, the Coursivoton 
4g required to Vadvise gonereily upon questions of art vhen vequired 
to do so by the Prosident, or by any commitiog of elther House of 
Goagresa." 

Subsequent, Presidential directions extended and refined the 
furis diction of the Commission to . 

(1) plans for public buildings to be erected in the District 
of Colusbia for the General. Roveranent: (Zxeeutive Ordur No. 12595 


Geteber 25, 1910); 
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(2) plans for new structures to be erected in the District 
of Columbia undee the direction of the Federal Goverment which "affect 
in any important way the appearance of the city" cuit Order No, | 
1862, November 26, 1913)3 and 

(3) all "important" plans for parks and all public buildings, 


constructed by executive departments or the District of Columbia »y which 


in any essential way affect the appearance of tho city of Washington, 


ov the District of Columbia" (Executive Order No. 352), duly 28, 1921). 
in each instance, such plans are required to be submitted to 
the Commission for comment and advice (not approval). Bureau of the 


Budget Circular No. A-J1 requires consultation with the Conmmlssiion on 


buildings and other structures iin the District of Colunbia "which may 


affect in an important way the appearance of the city" before subzis~ 
sion by any’ agency of ammual budget estimates for plans and construction: 
of such buildings and structures. 

[Pursvant to the Act of May 16; 1930 (16 Stat. 366) 3 48 
amended (5 D. C. Code 410) ~ the so-called Shipstead-Luce Act « ths 


Commission of Fine Arts alse advises the Commissioners of the District 


of Columbia with respect to the height and appearance, color, and 
t : 


texture of the materials of exterlor construction for private and 


seml~public bulidings facing public buildings: and parks in specified 
areas of the District of Colunbia for which application for building 
permits have been made to the District Commissioners. In addition, 
the Commission advises the District Commissioners with respect to 


the exterior architectural featureas height,appearance, color, and 
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texture of the materiale of exteelor construction "whieh is subject 
to ‘public wow from a public highiay™ in conned tioa with opplieations 
fox the sonptrnetion, alteration, reconstrustion, oF raning of any 
building in "Old Goorgetows", as defined in the Act of Septerber 22, 
1980 (é, Stat. 0037 Sb. C. Code 801) = the so-nalled Old Coorgetowm 


pote? 


Tt is, apparent that the basic Tanck Lon oF the comis 384.00, of 


Fine Arts ulth respect ad public buildings fa whe Distelet oe Col bia 


ds to advise converming 4 ‘thele exterior design ed the _polationstly of 


auch bulldings to the appearance | of | the 0 Natlonal, Gapital. 
On ths other hand, the Hatdonal Capital Plaming Comission, 
4n ita comsrehensive and project planing roles wader the Hational 


Capl tal. Planning, Act of 1952 (66 Stat. 761; 0 Ue 3. 6. 71), ie con 


termed with the general, Location, exrangenanty character, and extent 


ef public belidh LES s atruchures, and roservations. Fucthor , the Plane 
ning Comilesion exercises - goning-bype control over public bulidings 
under the dct of June 20, 1938 (52 Stat. 797), as amended (5 D. C. Code 
113-128) ; waich requives tha approval of tha Comission with respect 
to the Location, height, bulk, nusber of stories, end pize, and ths 


provision for open space in ax avound such butidings. 


Exoroise of acathetie control by the Cormiseion of Fine forts 
and goningetype control by the Planning Coemisalon may ordinarily 
require the submission of site plans » elevations, and renderings for 
proposed public buildings te both commissions and necessitate a bigh 


dogros of consultation vetueen the commiestons and their staffe. Bat 
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the beala for reviow of such plans by each coumigsion.and the rosective 


xoles of tha comlsstonsare distinct. 
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